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; ths expanse was incurred in
the transaotion of 'State business’, and that it
was definitely the responsidlility and duty of the
A. & X. Collage to send cartain members of its
ataff to the conferencs, The Agricultural and
echanical Collsge of Texas 1s part of the educa-
tional syatem of the State of Taxas and as such
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has responsibility for proper participation in
any program for the improvement of educetion in
Texas, particularly when such program is made of-
fiolal by being presented as the officiel program
of our State Department of Zduecation in Texas.
Thia responsibility of the College would make it
necsssary for those members of this staff most
closely assooiated with the genersl educational
program of the State, and responsible for the
formulation and conduct of curriculs for training
teachers, to be fully informed oconderning suoch
programs; and to that end, to atteand such con-

ferences as this,

"This was a2 conference not only of sahool
sdministrators, but of 'Teacher Trainers.' The
training of teachars is part of ths essential re-
sponsibility of the College. The work of this
particular conference related sapecially to the
inoclusion of materials in our pudlic sechool cur-
riouls relating to such problems as conssrvation,
recs relations, war service, ete. Inecreased em-
phasis on these would necessitate modification of
practices on the part of teacher-training iasti-
tutions, and need to have the considerstion of
both administrators and teachers in actusl charge
of instrustion. '
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"We feel that this case 15 clearly covered
by your Opinion No. 0-4187, and that the travel
having been performed in sccordance with the rules
of the Board of Direotors of the College, the ex-
pense thereof is properly ohargeadle against state
funds.

"The individuals whose expense ascounts are
involved are:

"The Dean of the School of Arte and Science, under
whose supervision courses in Education are given,

»The Head of the Department of Agriculturel Educa-
tion.
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"The Head of the Tepartmont of Azronomy, under
whoge supervision the College offers courses in
soll conservation,

1 would eppreciate your opinion of the
matisp.”

A8 you kncw, the current appropriatioa dill parmits
the payment of travelling expenses of State officials and enm-
ployeas only when such expenses are inocurred while travelling
on "State business.” As we sald in our Cpinion No, 0-4187:

“t3tate business® signifies the accomplish-
ment of a governmental funciion; 41t requires
that the means and mathod adgpted should de rea-
sonably necessary; it implies that ths partiocular
covernmental function involved be ones directly en-
trusted to the institution or department agssuming
1ts accomplishment.”

In our Gpipnlon No, 0-4287, addressad to your College,
we pointad cut that the goveraing boarda of the various educa-
tional institutions possess oconsiderable discretion with respeot
to the selesotion of the means and methods by which the functions
of their inastitutions are to de maccoaplished, and that thelr
cholcs of a particular means or method »111 not be gquestioned
by the ocourts or by this department unless it is olearly showmm
that this discretion has boaen abused.

Testad by thess standards, we feoel that the facts
atated in your letter revsal that the faculty members mentionnad
therain were on State dusiness while attending the mid-winter
oonfersnce of School Administrators and Teaochers Tralners., 1t
is our opinion that the expense acocunts undsr oonsideration
should be a;proved, _

Trusting that the foregolng satisfsctorily answers
your inquiry, we arse

Yours very truly

ATTOUNZY 7 UIARAL GF TEXAS &

K, Tean lcorhead
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